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This week I have started on placement two and I have been asked to look at the poem The Parrot by Grace Nichols with my Year 7 class in the next few weeks, so I am already seeing texts from other cultures being used.  I have familiarised myself, not only with this poem but others by Nichols as this was a writer I knew very little about.

  

This week I have also read a novel by Bali Rai (again a novelist I was unfamiliar with) called ‘Rani and Sukh’. I have also read some more poetry by John Agard . 

Last Wednesday, I attended the Inset at the Showroom on using film in the classroom.  This was really informative and although I did not initially recognise media as an area for development I have since realised this is an area that I need to address.  The Year 10s that I will be teaching soon are currently finishing a media piece on the film Shaun of the Dead and I felt very grateful to both the university sessions and the Showroom inset as I at least had a basic understanding of what is involved.

Film has always been an interest of mine but I didn’t realise how integral it is now in the curriculum, I suppose this is just proving how long I have actually been out of Education1
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I forgot to add in my last blog entry that I attended the Off the Shelf event 'Meet the author, Meg Rosoff' on the 13th October, which I did and it was interesting (I'm generally very nosey and she was very open about discussing her life, so that was good!).  

I have been reading a lot of war poetry these past couple of days (Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, Rupert Brooke and others) in preparation for next term and in my attempt at developing a scheme of work I have been researching WW1 and reading moving interviews with veterans (most of whom, well all apart from a man called Harry Patch, have since died).  I have also just got Simon Armitage's The Not Dead from the library which is a collection of poetry about more recent wars (I think, like I said have only just got it).  Not sure if/how I will use it but thought it maybe an opportunity to introduce other poets...

I have also just re-read Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo as there may be the opportunity to study this text alongside the war poetry.

Recent teenage novels include Berlie Doherty's Dear Nobody (wanted to re-read after university session brought back memories of myself as an early teen reading it!) and Granny Was a Buffer Girl.
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I have now had my first experience of teaching.  In preparation (of which there was a lot!) I had to plan a one off lesson for a middle set year 9 class on a topic of my choice and prepare a year 11 lesson for a class who have just finished reading ‘Of Mice and Men’.  For the year 9’s I prepared a lesson on genre and focused on ghost stories. I spent much of the weekend getting together a collection of extracts from varies novels and finding book cover images on Google. The feedback from my mentor was promising as she made many positive comments, which although it is very vain of me to get enjoyment from hearing these things, I did!  I have also had some positive feedback from pupils in the class which was really lovely.  I completely enjoyed the experience, apart from the lesson prior to it where I steadily became more and more nervous. It was a totally different experience from standing in front of my peers and I went home buzzing! (I know it is all rather clichéd but I honestly did!).  Of course there were lots of things to work on (the fact that in my lesson plan I had included four lessons worth of material and timings- the starter went on far longer than anticipated) but generally I was happy with me performance.

I will also be teaching this group after half term (War poetry) so it was good to introduce myself to them.

Today’s lesson (Of Mice and Men) went well too, we looked into the characters of Lennie and George but instead of running out of time the class worked really quickly and I had to think on my feet for the last five minutes and extend my plenary by asking them their responses to the text.  The class teacher said the lesson was good and although I’m struggling to believe all these nice comments, I going to try to believe they are not lying!

I still do not have a complete timetable but I have also been informed that I may do some lessons with the year 11 on the AQA poetry anthology, so I have lots to be keeping me busy once assignment one is handed in…speaking of which I feel I have been rather neglectful of it of late due to the above. So I have an exciting weekend ahead of me.

