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At last I am connected to the internet!!!  Can't wait to start school next week.  My year 7's are real cuties and we are studying 'Two Weeks with the Queen' (Gleitzman). The aim over the next few weeks is to write to argue - monarchy or republic? The lessons introduce appropriate planning (tree planning sheet), use of connectives, firstly, furthermore and finally and AFL - peer assessment. I've been to London this week picking up all sorts of goodies (crown, flags,postcards etc) to prepare the classroom for the 'big debate'. I've also been rummaging through my boxes for bits and pieces from Australia so we can share our ideas about the country.  There is a bit of a tricky lesson on discrimination.  I've researched the Jane Elliot site regarding the 'Blue eyed, Brown eyed' experiment and prepared voting cards requesting eye colour for the pupils to complete prior to the lesson. This will help plan the classroom for segregation. 

Year 11 - studying 'Great Expectations' by Dickens.  I am working collaboratively with Rachel to support the pupils with their coursework.  Read the book with particular attention to the first six chapters.

Year 9 scheme of work - 'Holes'.  Focusing on the problems Zero encounters with reading we are to study a short story 'Nightjohn' by Gary Paulsen. The objective is understand the context of the story, explore character and feelings with the aim to write a poem from a slaves point of view.  I have read the book, researched the slave trade and working on twelve one hour lessons. 

