CHAPTER 3: ASSESSMENT

ACTIVITY - USING TEST SCORES AND PREDICTED OUTCOMES
Look at the following school assessment data provided for a Year 7 class.

Year 7 class school assessment data (TA stands for teacher assessment)
	Name
	KS2 SATs
	Year 7 CATs

	Abigail Abbotts 
	5 (TA5) 
	122

	Ben Arrowsmith 
	2 (TA3) 
	73

	David Davies 
	4 (TA4) 
	94

	Zoe Fisher 
	4 (TA3) 
	91

	Simon Franklin 
	4 (TA5) 
	105

	Mary Jacob 
	4 (TA4) 
	120

	Isobelle Monk 
	3 (TA4) 
	77

	Sarah Pinker 
	4 (TA5) 
	119

	Joshua Reece 
	5 (TA5) 
	126

	Sonia Stevens 
	3 (TA4) 
	98

	William White 
	3 (TA3) 
	89


Statistics never tell the whole story, but using the CATS table below what can you tell from this information?
CAT to KS3 to GCSE Indicator Table

	Mean CAT Standard assessment score (SAS)
	GCSE from verbal SAS 

	70–
	F

	70
	F

	71
	F

	72
	E/F

	73
	E/F

	74
	E/F

	75
	E/F

	76
	E/F

	77
	E

	Mean CAT Standard assessment score (SAS) 
	GCSE from verbal SAS  

	78
	E

	79
	E

	80
	E

	81
	E

	82
	D/E

	83
	D/E

	84
	D/E

	85
	D/E

	 86
	D/E

	 87
	D

	 88
	D

	 89
	D

	 90
	D

	 91
	D

	 92
	D

	 93
	C/D

	 94
	C/D

	 95
	C/D 

	 96
	C/D 

	 97
	C/D 

	98
	C

	99
	C

	100
	C

	101
	C 

	102
	C 

	103
	C 

	104
	B/C 

	105
	B/C 

	106
	B/C 

	107
	B/C 

	108
	B/C 

	109
	B/C 

	110
	B/C 

	111
	B 

	Mean CAT Standard assessment score (SAS) 
	GCSE from verbal SAS  

	112
	B 

	113
	B 

	114
	B 

	115
	B 

	116
	B 

	117
	B 

	118
	A/B 

	119
	A/B 

	120
	A/B 

	121
	A/B

	122
	A/B

	123
	A/B

	124
	A/B

	125
	A/B

	126
	A

	127
	A

	128
	A

	129
	A

	130+
	A*


· Can you identify any students that are doing well or underachieving?

· How could you make use of this data to inform your teaching of this class?

Your school operates a setting system at GCSE. Those set in 1 are expected to achieve high grades (A and B). The lowest set will not be entered for GCSE but will follow the Certificate of Achievement course. You have been given a Year 10 middle set who will be taking GCSEs in English. Some of the group will eventually achieve C grades but many of them will be operating on the all important C/D borderline. You are just beginning the GCSE course with them. They have achieved Level 4 or 5 in their English Key Stage 3 SATs.
· What assessment strategies would you adopt with this set in the first term to raise achievement?

· Remember you will be assessing them for speaking and listening, reading and writing. Which attainment target would be a good place to begin to build confidence? These students may not have performed well in an exam situation. How could you encourage them to show you their best possible work? Given that the class are all operating at level 4/5, what will you need to focus on to improve their writing skills?
Further ideas:
· Exam boards sell external examination mark schemes for past papers (GCSE/ A level) for a small fee. Ask if your placement school has purchased any of these mark schemes. Marking ‘mock’ papers using such schemes provides a valuable insight into what examiners are looking for.

· When you make your primary school visits that focus upon transition, ask about assessment procedures at Key Stage 2. How are the pupils prepared for formal, external assessments and how is their English work marked in the classroom?

· Keep up to date with developments in assessment by consulting such websites as (http://www.qca.org.uk/), for the latest information on pilot testing at Key Stage 3.
Activity  MARKING ASSIGNMENTS (suggested time: 60 minutes)
Use the general grade criteria and coursework mark schemes from a GCSE board’s English specification, and the specific instructions for ‘Media’, from 11.3 below (AQA – 2010 specifications), to mark the two Titanic coursework assignments provided.  The general Assessment Objectives for Writing are given in 6.3 below. Mark in the body of the text as well as making a final comment to indicate why a particular grade has been awarded.
6.3  AO3 Writing (En3) 

  Candidates are required to demonstrate their ability to: 

  (i) communicate clearly and imaginatively, using and adapting forms for different readers and purposes; 

  (ii) organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic and structural features; 

  (iii) use a range of sentence structures effectively with accurate punctuation and spelling. 

6.4 Quality of Written Communication
Where candidates are required to produce extended written material in 
English, they will be assessed on their Quality of Written Communication.   
Candidates will be required to: 
· present relevant information in a form that suits its purposes; 
· ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear. 
· use a suitable structure and style of writing. 
Quality of Written Communication is integrated into the assessment 
of Writing in English.  The descriptors for coursework and for the 
assessment of Writing in the examination include and embody all three 
elements of the Quality of Written Communication.
From: http://store.aqa.org.uk/qual/pdf/AQA-3702-W-SP-10.PDF
 (accessed 29.01.2009)

11.3 Nature of Media response
The Media response is assessed for Writing (En3) and not for Reading.  It must therefore be a substantial piece of written work which demonstrates the candidate’s ability to respond to a text or texts through analysis, review and comment.  Practical work in Media may provide evidence in one or more units of the candidate’s Speaking and Listening (En1) assessment.

From: http://store.aqa.org.uk/qual/pdf/AQA-3702-W-SP-10.PDF
 (accessed 29.01.2009)

Look at the assignments again and decide what advice you would give to these two students to improve their work. What specific targets would you set them? Put the marked essays in your portfolio and discuss them with your academic tutor or mentor.

GCSE Media Essay: 1
How is the disaster of the Titanic presented in the media texts you have studied?

Why have the texts been constructed as they appear for their intended audiences?
The media texts I have studied are: ‘Titanic’, directed by James Cameron in 1997 and produced by Paramount Pictures and Twentieth Century Fox starring Leonardo Di Caprio and Kate Winslet; ‘A Night to Remember’, directed by Roy Barker in 1958 and presented by Rank Organisation Film Productions, starring Kenneth More and Honour Blackman and the front page of a British tabloid newspaper, ‘The Daily Sketch’, printed on Tuesday, 16th April 1912. All of these texts were aimed at a very wide audience.

The R.M.S. Titanic sank on her maiden voyage from Southampton to New York. Out of 2228 people on board, 1523 perished. It had been declared unsinkable because of its sixteen water-tight compartments. It was sunk by an iceberg, south of Newfoundland, at eleven forty in the evening on the 14th April 1912. There was only enough room in the lifeboats for half the passengers and crew.

‘The Daily Sketch’ newspaper article is from 16th April 1912. The report is not set out as it would be in today’s tabloid newspapers with colour pictures integrated into written text. It has three large black and white pictures dominating the front page, with very little text. Then it has four pages of writing with no pictures. The next two pages have more pictures of the ship, rich passengers and the luxurious interior. In 1912 printing techniques were not as sophisticated as they are today.

The written text in the newspaper is also different from today. Since there is an eighty-seven year gap, the language is bound to have changed. The language is very formal and has some complicated words and sentences. ‘Details are yet fragmentary, but according to messages received . . . Capt. E.J. Smith acted with commendable promptitude immediately after the disaster.’ Today the language is much simpler. The headlines and sub-headings are quite different to those used today. They are small compared to a modern tabloid paper and now more use is made of alliteration, rhymes and puns. The headline in ‘The Daily Sketch’ was ‘Terrible Disaster to Titanic’ whereas today it would have probably been something like ‘Titanic Super Ship Sinks’. I think the headline would have been shocking to the people who read the paper in 1912 because the Titanic had featured in the paper every day before the sinking to explain how technologically advanced she was.

‘The Daily Sketch’ puts a summary first and then the facts as they unfolded from Tuesday onwards. The summary is for brevity and gives the main details but it proves contradictory to the rest of the report. The facts are accumulated from the White Star Line offices and Marconi radio stations. However, the facts are mostly false because the paper reports that Titanic is being towed and that there were no casualties. The information was very slow coming through and today we have much more advanced communication systems, such as satellite. The newspaper is biased in the way it portrays the crew in a good light, ‘The behaviour of the crew was exemplary.’ The paper was also optimistic because it uses phrases like ‘messages of encouragement’ and ‘not to worry’. The put ‘655 known to have been saved’ in large print and how many may be dead in small print. This softened the impact of the bad news. The newspaper did use sensational words like ‘perished’, ‘collided’, ‘alarming’ and ‘crushed’. It used the simile, ‘broke them like an eggshell’ to make the report more dramatic. The article concentrates on how much money was on board, ‘Thirty millionaires . . .’ and the third paragraph is devoted to listing all the wealthy people on the liner. Today’s tabloid newspapers still report on the lives of rich celebrities because readers are interested in them.

When the Titanic sank, society was very different. People were treated according to perceived wealth and lifeboat space was allocated according to class with rich passengers taking priority. Also men were in charge and women were considered the weaker sex dependant on men. This coupled with an old fashioned sense of chivalry was why women and children were put into the lifeboats first. These values and relationships between men and women were portrayed in both films I have studied.

The 1958 black and white film, ‘A Night to Remember’ was the first to be made about the sinking of the Titanic. Forty-six years after the disaster, it was possible to look back and assess what had happened. The film was very ‘tame’ compared to Cameron’s 1997 film, ‘Titanic’. It had no sex and violence in it due to censorship laws and there was less emphasis on the class divide. This was because the class system still existed and to show that many steerage passengers died because of exclusion from the lifeboats would be an attack on their society. The film was made using models of the ship because the technology was not available to create a realistic ship and make it look like it was really sinking. The film did not focus on individual characters much because it was more of a documentary. ‘A Night to Remember’ gives a historic view of the sinking that was dramatic enough to hold the audience’s interest rather than relying on fictional story lines.

The opening shows long shots of the ship to get across the sheer magnitude of the vessel. Also there is the triumphant music that gives the sense that we have been able to conquer the seas and produce a grand, impressive ship. There is a sense of great elation coming from the crowd. When the ship is sinking, the viewer feels that this can not be happening because all the way through the film we have been reminded the ship is unsinkable. As the ship sinks, there are medium shots of the vessel, showing its individual sections sliding under the water; it was like slow death. We also get close ups of the passengers to show the fear on their faces. There is constant tension building music and in the background, the screams of the passengers.

The whole idea of the 1997 ‘Titanic’ film is based on the fact that the wreck of the Titanic has been found. A fictional salvage team explore it for a fictional diamond. James Cameron chose to put a lot of emphasis on class and the steerage passengers being locked below decks. As a result of this the majority of steerage passengers died. The film explores the extreme differences between the first class and steerage passengers and this is shown in their language. When the ship is being loaded, Rose and Cal, two rich passengers have a conversation. Cal says in an upper class accent, ‘You can be blasé about some things Rose but not Titanic.’ Then he gives one of the porters some money to take his baggage and says, ‘I put my faith in you good sir.

Now kindly see my man.’ The steerage passengers speak much less formally. When Jack is looking at Rose, one of his Irish friends says ‘Oh forget it boyo – you’d as like have angels fly out of your arse as get next to the likes of her.’ James Cameron said he wanted to entertain his audience and make his film as accurate as possible. ‘There are responsibilities associated with bringing a historical object to the screen, even though my primary goal as a film maker is to entertain.’ He is also critical of what happened on the Titanic and of the society at the time.

Cameron’s film has four main story strands. The maiden voyage of the Titanic in 1912 is interwoven with a fictional romance between Rose and Jack, that happened during the journey. The third stand is a fictional salvage operation searching for a diamond in the 1990’s and the forth is a fictional survivor, Rose, the owner of the diamond, telling her story of the last few days on board the Titanic in flashback. Rose is being forced to marry a wealthy man, Cal but falls in love with Jack, a steerage passenger. As the ship sinks, Rose leaves her first class family to try and get off the ship as a steerage passenger. She has obviously survived but the audience wants to know what happened to Jack.

The modern also film begins in black and white to take the audience back in time. It cuts to colour with the switch to the present and the under water shots of the salvage submarine. When the Titanic is being loaded, the audience is introduced to Rose and Cal but there are long shots of the crowd and close ups of their faces to show the excitement. There is a big build up of music to reflect the size of the vessel.

In the scene where Rose threatens to commit suicide, a lot of aerial shots are used to create tension and emphasise the sheer magnitude of the ship. There is a change in perspective looking from the deck down to the water to show how far it is. Close up shots of Jack and Rose’s hands are shown. When Rose is hanging off the back of the ship, tension building music is used to create suspense to make the audience feel scared and concerned. Then when she is safe the theme tune cuts in to tell us that now Jack is here, everything will be all right.

All three texts have significant links with each other. ‘The Daily Sketch’ report and the film ‘A Night to Remember’ are both similar in the way they tell their story. The both rely on the facts that were available to them at the time. Unlike the film ‘Titanic’, ‘A Night to Remember ‘ was not concerned with fictional story strands and it was a documentary style film. Both films did draw on the same facts; for example both films told us there were not enough lifeboats, that the ship Carpathia was too far away to help, that steerage passengers were held below deck and that the band was playing whilst the ship was sinking. Both films had the ‘Molly Brown’ character and used exactly the same quotation from John Jacob Astor when he is asked to put his life belt on, ‘No – we have dressed in our best and we are prepared to go down as gentlemen.’ The photographs in the newspaper can be compared with the images in the films as both directors had created sets to be as authentic as possible. However the newspaper photographs are of the real ship and real people and when you look at them you can’t help thinking – if only they knew.

The modern film ‘Titanic’ is the most factually accurate of the three texts even though it is combined with fictional stories. The newspaper report was not very accurate at all. It said, ‘Titanic is proceeding to Halifax, partly under her own steam, partly on tow by the Virginian.’ We now know this was not true. The main purpose of the newspaper was to inform but it also wanted to give the people living at the time some hope. Survivors were interviewed before the 1958 film was made but some of the facts were still inaccurate. A member of the crew said the ship sank in one piece and because of his seniority, his story was trusted even though some of the passengers said that the ship broke apart. In the 1958 film the ship slid gracefully into the water in one piece but now the wreck has been found, we know that the ship did split in two as the rear of the ship is over half a mile away from the forward section. ‘A Night to Remember’ was also made to inform, reassess the disaster and it had another purpose to entertain. It was aimed mainly at an adult audience but the 1997 film was aimed at a wider audience. The younger generation are attracted to this film because it has actors in it like Leonardo Di Caprio. It is the most entertaining of the three texts and has the advantages of a huge budget, modern technology and special effects. James Cameron being interviewed on ‘Sky Movies’ said, ‘I didn’t want it to be just another Titanic movie.’

I believe the texts we have studied all achieved what they have set out to do and they were all excellent for the time they were written. I like ‘The Daily Sketch’ article because it was written just one day after the ship sank. I found ‘A Night to Remember’ slightly tedious because we did not really get to know any of the characters well. It was not a big budget film and the modern audience is rather spoilt with special effect films so it now seems rather dated. The film ‘Titanic’ was my favourite text because it really made you feel you were on the ship as it went down. The audience got to know the characters really well so it had a powerful emotional impact. It is also a step in the right direction to show the world how wrong it is to judge people on how much they own. They had a right to live whether they had ten pounds or ten million. I particularly liked this angle in the film.

GCSE Media Essay: 2
How is the disaster of the Titanic presented in the media texts you have studied?

Why have the texts been constructed as they appear for their intended audiences?

I am studying the film ‘Titanic’, and the Newspaper article from the DAILY SKETCH Which was published on Tuesday the 16 April 1912. The film produced in 1997 and produced by Paramount Pictures and Twentieth Century Fox starring Leonardo D Caprio and Kate Winslet. Leonardo plays Jack Dawson and Kate plays Rose, the rich person. The ship Titanic is 46,000 gross ton. 1513 people died and 700 were saved. The women and children had to go first into the lifeboats and that is why more women and children were saved.

The Titanic was meant to be unsinkable because of its 16 watertight compartments. The lifeboats had only been provided for half of the passengers but the Iceberg punctured five of them. On April 16 the newspaper mistakenly reported that all the passengers were safe. The Titanic hit the iceberg at 11.40 pm on the 14 April, approximately four hundred miles from newfoundland, At 2.20am the ship sank.
On the first of September 1985 the wreckage Was found in 13,000ft water. The iceberg They hit was 90ft from the water, the survivors Saw the result of sunlight. One man now dead Wrote the world woke on April 15 1912, the Titanic woke with a start. The daily sketch Newspaper article on Tuesday 16 April The daily sketch reported the facts of The disaster, the headline was, ‘Disaster to Titanic on her maiden voyage’. On the first page of the daily sketch there is a Picture of the captian and the Titanic And a map of the route they taken to America and where the ship sank. The secound page tells you about the terrible Disaster to the Titanic and the quote feared loss of 1,700 lives in mid atlantic 655 known to have been saved, the quote rush of ocean linners is the beginning of the story. The third section is called ‘calls for help’

This page tells you when the Titanic gets into stress and the Titanic has struck an iceberg. The final section is two full pages of drawings 13 pictures of rich peoples 4 pictures of the rooms inside the Titanic they look exactly the same as the ones on the Titanic the language of the daily sketch bits of the language is not true and therte is a lot of exaggeration like ‘many great linners’ raced to the rescue there is a lot of heroic sentances like ‘like an eggshell’ there are a lot of famous sensations new york exited by perilof wealth passengers’ the newspaper is like the times we have today and it is not like the tabliod which uses slang.
The film is about a ship called Titanic And a girl called Rose Dawson she leads you Through the things that happened on board The ship and all about her love life she even remembers falling in love with a steerage boy Jack she was a first class passenger, she Was a very prity lady. she tells the ship man she is looking for the heart of the ocean And the man starts to show her some pictures Of herself that Jack Dawson drew her seceret Lover drew of her. Jack won his ticket on the Titanic in a game of polka.

101 year old rose calvert and her grandaughter lizzy Rose is telling you the story from the beginning and it takes you to the beginning of the Titanic and thetre is a disaster the Titanic hit an iceberg, and two hours later it sank the maiden voyage of the Titanic most of the people that was on the Titanic have died so they have made a reconstruction they have even made the people look like the ones like the people on the ship at the time James cameron tried to make the film as accurate as possible and he used computer technology and wanted it to be a love story. The opening shot for the Titanic helps us to get used to the story. The theme tune My Heart will go on Celine Dion is black and white at the start of the film it is in slow motion the music starts to fade out the colour of the sea water and sky start to change colour In the next scens there is silence then there is tracking bleeps that the submarine is going under to the wreckage there are tacking over e starts to talk about the Titanic and then Rose has a flash back and she starts to remember all about Titanic and her Journey on Titanic as a young girl.

I think one of the scenes I remember the most is where Jack and Rose first meet they meet when Rose is hanging over the edge of the ship she says she will jump over the side if he comes any closer then Jack says if she jumps he will and he started to take off his Jacket and he grabbed her hand and then she slippped and was dangling over the water and he pulled her in then cal came and Jack was handcuffrd then Rose said

that Jack saved her and cal invited cal to come to dinner. Another dramatic scene is the sinking of the ship. the ship hits the iceberg at 11:40pm it starts with a high shot with these man playing the violin then there is a close up shot of people crying and screaming. There is a man leading a prayer and a close up of Jack and Rose and a slow motion shot of the passengers then there is a medium shot of the plated crashing down. Then the points of view on Rose then a long shot of Jack and rose as the ship sinks and Jack and rose hold there breaths and let go and kick there legs and try to get to the top of the water. They made it to the top and Rose couldn’t find Jack she found him and they found a door and rose got on and she started to sing to Jack and Jack said don’t ever let go of this promise Rose and then he died and sank to the bottom of the sea then a boat came and Rose got a whistle and started to blow it and then the ship came back and picked her up and everyone in the cinema was crying because it was so sad. My opinion is that the film was very good and I really enjoyed it and it was a box office success and it was really expensive to make.
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